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SECRET

i

VEPARTMENT OF STATE OPERATIONS CENT T
TWA HIJACKING WORKING GROUP :
SITUATION REPORT NO. 26 . /// |
SITUATION AS OP 1700 ‘EDT JuNEg 26, 1985 4 '

At a press conterence today in Beirut, Nabig 4:é§>

Harriy announced that he had decided to felease
hostage Jimmy Dell Palmer when ICRC doctors tound
that Palmer‘s blood pressure and heart conditiog were
YIowing worse and that it “would be dangerous fqr him
to stay.® Barri also sai1d that he was looking

Grossmayer, who mignt also be released, pylmer later
llew to Larnaca where Cypriot doctors tound him fic
tor immeciate onward travel, Palmer will arrive
tonight in London. Barry 4180 announced that

were kidnapped 1n late May) along with the TWA
hostaqges, once the Lebanese prisoners in Atlit are
treed. NoO mention was made ot the gseven Americans,
the two Prench diplomats and the British UNRWA
employee who are also still missing.

AcCcording to press reports, Barri also proposed
transferring all of the hostages to °®a western
¢mbassy i1n Beirut,® provided the government concerned
would agree not to release them unti}] the Atlit
Plisoners were released. Altecnatively, the hogtages
Could all pe flown ‘somewhere else, like Lamascug,*®
where they would remain until the detainees were
feleased, (In a Subsequent conversation with
Ambasgsador Bartholomew, Barri Mage no mention ot this
Proposal.) Barri also said the uy.s. Should withdcaw
its naval ships from the Lebanese coast ang pledge
NOt to retaliate atter release of the hostages,

TWA co-pilot Philip Macesca was taken tou American
University Hospital today for a medical examinatjon
and later returned to the aircratt. [n order to get
4 Joctor more quickly, the nijackers initially toldg
the tower they haa a *dying man® aboard. Marescy 1is
ipparently suftering trom an iInfected insect bite,

we are 1xnxt;ng our responses to all media
inquiries regarding the hostage situation to the

toliowing: °The Proper solution 13 the prompt rejeage
0t all the hostages.*
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